


























NUMBER XXIX. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





Tuurspvday, July the 19th, 1753. 





To. Mr. Fitrz-ApDam. 






se I told you that by an unfortunate 
Weysa) trip to Paris my wife and daughter 
"I had run fark French; and 1 with I 
could tell you now that they were perfectly recovered : 
but all I can fay is, that the violence of the fymptoms 
feems to abate, in proportion as the cloaths that infla- 
med them wear out. 

My prefent misfortune flows from a dire&t contrary 
caufe, and affects me much more fenfibly. The little 
whims, affectations and delicacies of ladies may be both 
ridiculous and difagreeable, efpecially to thofe who are 
obliged to beat once the witneffes and the martyrs of 
them ; but they are not evils to be compared with the 
obftinate wrong-headednefs, the idle and the illiberal 
turn of an only foa; which is unfortunately my. cafe. 
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I AcQUAINTED You that in the education of my fon 
I had conformed to the common cuftom of this’ coun- 
try (perhaps Iconformed to it too much and too foon) ; 
that I carried him to Paris, from whence after fix months 
ftay, he was to go on upon his travels, and take the 
ufualour of Italy and Germany. I thought it very 
neceflary for a young man (though not for a young 
lady) to be well acquainted with the languages, the 
manners, the charaéters and the conftitutions of other 
countries ; the want of which I experienced and lament- 
ed in myfelf. In order to enable him to keep good 
company, I allowed him more than I could conveni- 
ently afford, and I trufted him to the care of a Swifs 
governor, a gentleman of fome learning, good fenfe, 
good nature and good manners. But how cruelly I 
_am difappointed in all thefe hopes, what follows will 
‘inform you. 

Durinc his ftay at Paris, he only frequented the 
worft Englifth company there, with whom he was un- 
happily engaged in two or three fcrapes, which the 
credit and the good nature of the Englifh ambaffador 
helped him out of. He hired a low Irifh wench, whom 


he drove about in a hired chaize, to the great honour 


_-of himfelf; his family and his country. He did not 


learn one word of French, and never fpoke to French- 
man or Frenchwoman, excepting fome vulgar and inju- 
rious epithets, which he occafionally beftowed upon 
them in very plain Englith. His governor very ho- 
neftly informed me of this condué, which he tryed in 
vain to reform, and advifed their removal to Italy, 
which accordingly I immediately ordered. His beha- 
viour there will appear in the trueft light to you, by 
his own and his governor's laft letters to me, of which 
I here give you faithful copies. 


Rome, May the 3d, 1753, | 


SIR, 
‘In the fix weeks that I paffed at Florence, and 


“ the week I ftayed at Genoa, I never had time to 
« write 
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write to you, being wholly taken up with feeing 
things, of which the moft remarkable was the fteeple 
of Pifa; it is the oddeft thing I ever faw in my life ; 
it ftands all awry ; I wonder it does not tumble down. 
F met with a great many of my countrymen, and we 
lived together very fociably. I have been here now. 
a month, and will give you an account of my way of 
life. Here are a great many very agreeable Englifh 
gentlemen ; we are about nine or ten as fmart Bucks 
as any in England. We conftantly breakfaft toge- 
ther, and then cither go and fee fights, or drive a- 
bout the outlets of Rome in chaizes; but the horfes 
are very bad, and the chaizes do not follow well. We 
meet before dinner at the Englifh coffee-houfe ; where 
there is a very good billiard table, and very good 
company. From thence we go and dine together 
by turns at each other’s lodgings. Then after a 
chearful glafs of claret (for we have made a fhift to 
get fome here) we go to the coffee-houfe again ; from 
thence to fupper, and fo to bed. I do not believe 
that thefe Romans are a bit like the old Romans; 
they are a parcel of thin-gutted, fniveling, cringing 
dogs ; and I verily believe that our fet could threfh 
forty of them. We never go among them; it would 
not be worth while : befides, we none of us {peak 
Italian, and none of thofe Signors {peak Englith ; 
which thews what fort of fellows they are. We faw 
the Pope go by t’other day in a proceffion, but we 
refolved to affert the honour of old England ; fo we 
neither bowed nor pulled off our hats to the old rogue. 
Provifions and liquor are but bad here; and to fay 
the truth, I have not had one thorough good meal’s 
meat fince I left England. No longer ago than laft 
funday we wanted to have a good plumb-pudding ; 
but we found the materials difficult to provide, and 
were obliged to get an Englifh footman to make it. 
Pray, fir, let me come home ; for I cannot find that 
one is a jot the better for feeing all thefe outlandith 

** places 
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“« places and people. But if you wil! not let me come 
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back, for God’s fake, fir, take away the impertinent 
“© mounfeer you fent with me. He is a confiderable ex- 
** pence to You, and of no manner of fervice to Me. 
All the Englifh here laugh at him, he is fuch a prig. 


n 


c 


Cal 


He thinks himfelf a fine gentleman, and is always pla- 


« 


“ 


guing me to go into foreign companies, to learn fo- 


< 


reign languages, and to get foreign manners; es if I 

“* were not to live and die in old England, and as if good 

‘© Englifh acquaintance would not be much more ufeful 

“to me than outlandifh ones. Dear fir, grant me 
‘« this requeft, and you fhall ever find me 

““ Your moft dutiful fon, 

* &. .” 

Tue following is a very honeft and fenfible letter, 

ei! which I received at the fame time from my fon’s gover- 

i nor. 

Rome, May the 3d, 1753. 

S1R, 

« | rank myfelf obliged in confcience to inform you, | 

«¢ that the money you are pleafed to allow me for my 


“* attendance upon your fon is abfolutely thrown away ; 





« fince I find by melancholy experience, that I can be 
<< of no manner of ufe to him. I have tried all poffible 
“ methods to prevail with him to anfwer, in fome de- 
“« gree at leaft, your good intentions in fending him a- 
“ broad ; but all in vain: and in return for my endea- 
*« vours I am either laughed at or infulted. Sometimes 
“ Tam called a beggarly F rench dog, and bid to go 
‘* back to my own country and eat my frogs ; and fome- 
“* times Jam mounfeer Ragout, and told that I think 
“‘ myfelf a very fine gentleman. I daily reprefent to 
“« him, that by fending him abroad you meant that he 
«< fhould learn the languages, the manners and the cha- 
“© racters of different countries, and that he fhould add 
‘© to the claffical education which you had given him 








** at home, a knowledge of the world, and the genteel 
“* eafy manners of a man of fafhion, which can only be 


“ acquired 
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acquired by frequenting the beft companies abroad. 
To which he only anfwers me with a fneer of con- 
tempt, and fays, /o-be-/ike-ye, ha! I would have con- 
nived at the common vices of youth, if they had been 
attended with the leaft degree of decency or refine- 
ment; but I ‘i not conceal from you that your fon’s 
are of the loweft and moft degrading kind, and avow- 
ed in the moft er tic and indecent manner. I have 
never been able to perfuade him to deliver the letters 
of recommendation which you procured him ; he fas 
he does not defire to keep fuch company. I advifed 
him to take an Italian mafter, which he flatly refuled, 
faying that he opie have time enough to learn Italian 
when he went back to England. But he has taken, 
of himfelf, a mufic matter to teach him to play upon 
the German flute, upon which he throws away two or 
three hours every day. We fpend a great deal of mo- 
ney, without doing you or ourfelves any honour by 
it; though your fon, like the generality of his coun- 
trymen, values himfelf upon his expence, and looks 
upon all foreigners who are not able to make fo con- 
fiderable a one, as a parcel of beggars and fcoundrels; 
{peaks of them, and if he {poke to them, would treat 
them as fuch. 

Ir I might prefuime to advife you, fir, it fhould be 
to order us home forthwith. I can affure you that 
your fon’s morals and manners will be in much lefs 
danger under your own infpection at home, than they 
can be under mine abroad; and I defy him to keep 
worfe Englith company in England than he now keeps 
here. But whatever you may think fit to determine 


. 


concerning him, I muft humbly infift upon my own 


difmiffion, and upon leave to aflure you in perfon of 
the refpeét with which I have the honour to be, 
Sir, Your &ce. 


I nave complied with my fon’s requeft, in confe- 


quence of his governor’s advice ; and have ordered him 


to come home immediately. But what fhall I do with 


bim 
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Aim here, where he is but too likely to be encourazed 
and countenanced in thefe iiliberal and ungentleman-iike 
manners ? My cafe is furely moft fingularly unfortunate , 
to be plagued on one fide by the polite and elegant foreign 
follies of my wife and daughter, and on the other by the 
unconforming obfiinacy, the low vulgar exccfies, and 
the porter-like manners of my fon. 

Peruaps my misfortune may fuggeft to you fome 
thoughts upon the methods of education in general, 
which conveyed to the public through your paper, may 
prove of public ufc. It is in that view fingly that you 
have had this fecond trouble from, fir, 

Your very humble fervant and cenflant reader, 
mR. Ed 


T atiow the cafe of my worthy correfpondent to be 


<compaflionate, but I cannot poifibly allow it to be fin- 


gular. The public places daily prove the contrary too 
plainly. I confefs 1 cftencr pity than blame the errors 
ef youth, when I reflect upon the fundamental crrors 
generally committed by their parer.ts in their education. 
Many totally neglect, and many miftake it. The ancients 
began the education of their children by forming their 
hearts and their manners. They taught them the duty 
of men and of citizens; we teach them the languages 
of the ancients, and leave their morals and manners to 
fhift for themfelves. 

As for the modern fpecies of human Bucks, I impute 
their brutality to the negligence or the fondnefs of their 
parents. It is obferved in parks, among their betters 
the reatBucks, that the moft troublefome and mifchie- 
vous are thofe who were bred up tame, fondled and fed 
out of the hand, when fawns. They abufe, when grown 
up, the indulgence they met with in their youth; and 


their familiarity eréws troublefome and dangerous with 


their horns. 
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